ID4D –
IDENTIFICATION FOR
IDENTIFICATION FOR DEVELOPMENT
DEVELOPMENT
The World Bank Group’s ID4D Initiative uses global knowledge and expertise across sectors
to help countries realize the transformational potential of digital identification systems to
achieve the Sustainable Development Goals.

COUNTRY AND REGIONAL ENGAGEMENT
The World Bank Group helps countries build more

• Guidance on appropriate technology (e.g. enrollment,
database structures, credential options, deduplication,
and cybersecurity);

inclusive identification systems through analytics,

• Design sustainable business models of ID systems; and

assessments and financing. Digital identification systems

• Design authentication systems.

can lead to tangible benefits across a range of areas, such
as financial inclusion, health services, social protection for
the poorest and most vulnerable, and empowerment of
women and girls.

� Develop a legal and regulatory framework, including
data protection and privacy requirements.

� Integrate identification systems into service delivery
programs.

Country Diagnostics
In response to a country’s request, the ID4D Initiative
conducts assessments of its identity ecosystem using the

� Monitoring and evaluation mechanisms.
� Ensuring end-user engagement from design through
implementation.

Guidelines for ID4D Diagnostics. ID4D has implemented
more than 30 country diagnostics facilitating engagement
and dialogue within countries.
Technical Assistance and Advisory Services to Countries
Building on the country diagnostics, the ID4D Initiative
responds to government demand for technical assistance,
which includes a range of activities to support the

GLOBAL PLATFORMS AND CONVENING
With its multi-sectoral approach, the ID4D Initiative
has made progress in unifying and driving the global
identification agenda by raising awareness and harmonizing
the varying interests on this topic through the following:

design of identification systems using global good

Principles on Identification for Sustainable Development

practice (e.g. universal access, multifunctional usage and

The Principles were developed with a broad group of

interoperability, built on a legal and operational foundation

development partners, UN agencies, and the private

of trust and accountability).

sector to create a shared vision on identification and draw

The following is a list of technical assistance activities,
among others:

� Recommendations on design, including:
• Design options, including cost-benefit analysis of
different options, to increase enrollment and coverage;
• Design options to integrate civil registries with
national lD;

id4d.worldbank.org

attention to the topic. Since 2017, the Principles have been
endorsed by more than 20 organizations.
Peer-to-Peer Knowledge Exchange
Countries have repeatedly expressed interest in learning
from digital identification systems implemented in other

